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TT is ; hardly poſſible amidſt the din 
of arms, to attend to every neceſſary 
| at of beneficence z 5. and the -blandiſh- 
ments of peace are apt ; to divert our 
thoughts from thoſe objects ; which more 
peculiarly belong to war. But expe- 
rience 1s the great parent of all know- 
ledge; and the obſervance of familiar inci- 
dents, with the common events of things, 
has ever proved moſt effectual towards 
promoting the happineſs, or preventing 
the miſeries of mankind. 


Cs | IT 
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TT is now about eight months ſince 
the inſtitution of the MARINE SociET 
in London, the progreſs and utility of 
which have rendered it a favorite object 
of many great and good men. The im- 
putation of novelty, and the diff culties 


of carrying the deſign into execution 


being now temoved, the SOCIETY 
can with the | greater propriety com- 
municate the refult of their enterprize, 
and recommend it with the greater con- 


fidence. 


We 3 are now called upon to exert our- 
ſelves, not merely to guard theſe fertile 


feelds, nor yet to preſerve our domeſtic 


"19h but in defence of the honor and fe- 
—_ 4 | licity 


. 
city of our Sovereign with the ſupport 
of our Happy conſtitution. Reaſon and ex- 
perience urge; Heaven itſelf invokes us 


to convert our luxury and vanity, our : 


puerility and effeminacy into Pious, manh i 
and martial labors. i 


I N the mean ah it is a ſelf-evident 
propoſition, that a puiſſant State, depend- 
ing on Trade, muſt have fleets equally 
powerful to defend it againſt a formidable 
neighbor. France is not leſs ambitious 
of accumulating wealth, than of ſhining 
in arms. The various arts ſhe continu- 
ally employs to depreſs us, even by her 
naval ſtrength, ought to inſpire us with 
; 33 ; for if we ſlumber, if we do 
. not 


"TY 


li not rouſe at the alarm, it is moſt appa- 
| parent that we ſhall ſoon - be obliged to 
1 yield up thoſe advantages for which our 
fathers have ſo often bled, and bid à * 

farevel to all our glory. | | 


ll Bur the manning of 3 fleets, up- 
on emergencies, and the methods hither- 
to employed for this purpoſe, have ever 
been attended with great difficulties. If 
theſe could happily be removed, the Bri- 
2 naval power might awe the world; 

and her dominion at ſea be ſo well e- 


ſtabliſhed, as _ to be ſhaken by oy | 


pom: on earth. 


GRANTING all deſerved honor to 
J * * duty, if we conſider the 
different 


able mariners. 


8007 


different elements of Land and Water, 
| we ſhall immediately diſcover, that the 
common ſoldier may be more eaſily form- 
ed than the common ſailor; with this 


difference alſo, that if all our Seamen 
were employed in war, the ſource of our 
riches, as derived from commerce, would 
be cut off, and the ſinews of War itſelf 
would be broken. In the mean while 
landmen muſt be ſeaſoned, as well as diſ- 


ciplined; they muſt be the ſport of 


winds and waves, before they become | 


— 


HENCE we are naturally led to the 
conſideration of breeding up a race of ſea- 


men. If the children of the poor are 


ſent 


Z7f / ꝰ ⁵ r , 
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ſent to ſea before their conſtitutions and 
turn of mind are formed, they will be 


habituated to a ſea life, and the duties of 


a ſhip will become the leſs perilous and 


toilſome. 


r Navy 


the number of lads and boys required as 
ſervants, are about three thouſand, to 


forty thouſand men. Of theſe three 
thouſand, five hundred may be reckoned 
to grow up and ſerve as recruits for 


the Navy the firſt year; ſeven hundred 
the ſecond; eight or nine hundred the 


third; and the remainder the fourth 
year. Thus, beſides the contingencies 


of war, and the common courſe of mor- 


tality, 


£53 


rality, room is given for a quick ſuc- 
ceſſion: but there is no bounty, or na- 
tional encouragement, to induce boys to 
dedicate themſelves to the ſervice. 


THE promotion of this beneficial end, 
conſidered in a political view, is one great 
object of the MARINE ASSOCIATION, that 
theſe young perſons may be ſent on board 
the KI Nd's ſhips, as faſt as they can be 
received as ſervants to HIs MajesTY's 
Officers, taking all poſſible care that no 
ſon leaves his parents, in violation of 
filial obedience; or deſerts his maſter, 
in breach of the obligations of civil 
e | 


IT 
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IT is alſo neceſſary for the welfare 
of the State that a proper choice of 
theſe boys be made, with regard to their 
frame and conſtitutions, that they may 


prove hardy ſtout men, dauntleſs, and 
full of vigor. But whilſt the SOCIETY 


| are attentive to the important concerns 


of war, they alſo ende vor to ſupport 
the arts of peace, that Agriculture and 
Manufactory may not droop or languiſh 
for want of proper hands. Therefore 
they ſeek for theſe young 1 recruits among 
thoſe who are moſt deſtitute 3 whoſe pa- 
rents have left them in extreme poverty, 
or friendleſs and expoſed to thoſe com- 
plicated miſeries which are moſt diſgrace- 
ful to human nature. 


3 „A;, 
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W o feed the pink; or to clothe the 
; wad. who are unable to ſupport thems 
ſelves, are virtues to which the bleſſings 
of Heaven are promiſed. The choiceft 
beatitudes are annexed to the ſaving 4 
foul from death; but to reſcue numbers 
of theſe young perſons from the jaws 
of perdition : to breed them up to the 
knowledge of ſocial and religious dus 
ties; to preſent them the faireſt pro- 
ſpe& of everlaſting happinefs ; to pre- 
vent their being diſturbers of the quiet 
_ enjoyments of their fellow-ſubjects ; and 
at length to teach thoſe, who would 
have been otherwiſe totally loſt to their 
country, an occupation on which com- 
| +0 merce 
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merce and naval ſtrength depend; 


theſe are objects which conſtitute the very 
eſſence of „ and include the trueſt 
patriotiſm. = 


To enter minutely into ſo important 


a | ſubjeR, we ought to ſee theſe boys, 


of whom ſome are infected with diſtem- 
pers which are the frequent attendants 
of extreme poverty; many are polluted 
with filth, and covered with rags, the 
very ſtench of which is peſtilential : then 


to review them cured of thoſe maladies, 


rendered clean and purified, drefſed in the 
molt proper clothing, and made as mew 
creatures; ſuch a ſight cannot but create 


that heart-felt joy which dignifies our 


nature, 


I, 
nature, Py is the- trueſt nin of 
: humanity | Feds | 


BRI TIS R benevolence being thus 
united with native Britiſh fire, will dif- 
fuſe a ſpirit of patriotiſm through theſe 
realms; and we may ſoon hope to ſee 
ſuch improvements in maritime affairs, as 
poſterity. will look, back and view with 
equal gratitude and applauſe, whilſt they 
contemplate, the ſolid motives which in- 
ſpired the people with ſo generous an 
ardor in defence of Liberty. If we in- 
ſtruct theſe young perſons in the fear 
of God, and at the ſame time teach their 
hands 10 war, and their fingers to fight, in 
the cauſe. of their country, in the cauſe 

Ga of 


[ 12 ] 
of real and ſubſtantial virtue, we may hope 
ſuch a conduct will draw down the mer- 


cies of Heaven on this nation. 


Tus has the eſtabliſhment of the 
ManiNE Society by ſo many reſpect- 
able perſons, preſerving it under their 

own. immediate care and protection, 
erected a ſure afylum and rendezvous 

for many miſerable objects, who, far 
from eating the bread of idleneſs, are am- 
bditious of expoſing their lives for the 
common good. Nor is this generous 

ſpirit confined to London; the Cities of 

* Briftol and York are in purſuit of the ſame 
object. In this ſhort time there are al- 

ready near twelve hundred boys, chiefly 

{330 | collected 
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collected in this M etropolis, to whom 
phyſic has been given to ſuch as required 
it; food to thoſe who were ſtarving; 
with raiment and bedding proper for the 
ſea-ſervice, provided for them all, as faſt 
as they could be ſent on board the your 
Navy. 

Br boys are not the only objects to 
whom the MARINE SOCIETY extend their 
benevolence; they conſider alſo the greater 
importance of men fit for immediate ac- 

on. There are many Landmen who 
enter into the ſea-ſervice, whoſe lives the 
Sock are ambitious to be inſtrumental 
in preſerving. Theſe are not under the 
E SE of — or Marines not 
entitled 


[ 14 } 
entitled to the ſame bounty, nor the ſame 
wages, as able ſeamen, and ignorant of 
the duties of a ſea life. Therefore con- 
ſidering the public ſervice in one enlarged 
view, at a time when ſeamen are ſo much 
wanted, theſe land-men appear to be the 
ohjects of this private bounty of cloth- 
ing; and they are truly ſenſible of its 
great value in preſerving their health. 


Th engage ſuch men the more readily 
to ſerve the KiNs, the SOCIETY give a 
complete clothing to as many of them 
as offer voluntarily; at once providing 
the means of rendering their lives com- 
fortable; and by ſuch benignant treat- 
ment, at their firſt ſetting out, ſecuring 

their 


— 


wh 
their moſt faithful and moſt zealous ſers 
vices to their KiNG and Country. 


Ir is chus the caluntitie of war be⸗ 
come light and eaſy. Death, let it come 
early or late, is not terrible to a brave 
man, but there are many evils of life 
under which we ſtand in need of a 


e 


THe practice of that leſſon which 

teaches what man ſhould be to man, with 
regard to the preſervation of life, leads us 
to the diſcharge of every duty which can 
grace human nature, whilſt it renders the 
ſoldier's toil, however dreadful in itſelf, 
rather to be coveted than avoided. The 
; 2 remem- 


L x6 1 

remembrance that he has engaged to des 
fend thoſe: whom he knows to be his rea/ 
friends and benefactors, will give him 
powers to which his heart : might other- 

wiſe be a ſtranger, and his ardor under 
ſuch . circumſtances will be the ſureſt 
earneſt of a 


0 


ITI E RE is yet e aka of chew 
fellow-ſubje&ts which calls forth and exer- 
ciſes the humanity of the MARINE So- 
CIETY. There are many objects of real 
| compaſſion ſent on board the Tenders 
by the Ci Magiſtrate, and detained 
as proper perſons to ſerve the KING: ſuch 
raiment is given by the SOCIETY to theſe. 


men allo, as is thought neceſſary for the - 


31! preſervation 


1174 
preſervation. of their lives; and to pre- 
vent their communicating to others, with 
whom they muſt immediately intermix, 
thoſe infectious ſtenches which are the 
conſtant companions of filthy garments, 
eſpecially on board of ſhips. The num 
ber of all the men elothed and fitted out 
by the Socizrv, already amounts to 
ſeven hundred, and to all appearance will 
ſoon inereaſe very conſiderably. 


Tux care with which the Society 
enters into the eircumſtanees of every ins 
dividual, to whom they extend their bez 
nevolence, makes them hope they ſhall | 

be inſtrumental to ſome augmentation of 
HIS | aun 8 ſea- forces, whilſt the 

08 method 


method which is taken to pr promote 8 

end will do honor to the charaster of the 
nation as a people Swag for their 
humanly: * 


5 


Heaven does- not- lex its porve? 
with greater luſtre. ; inthe creation, than Es 
its mercy in the preſervation. of mankind; 
and thoſe who have been moſt diſtinguiſh- 5 

ed amongſt the race of men as Captains 
and Leaders of Armies, have acquired 
their greateſt renown by the humanity 
they have ſhewn to their companions in 
the fortune of war. ee 77 een 


5 Tur Maze Socixry are morally 
cena, that by the aſſiſtance of Divine 


FE 4 Providence 


4 4 


Tia 
Providence they ſhall” be inftrumental in 
ſaving : a number of lives, at a time when 
it were happy if the land abounded more 
with men fit to bear arms; and if they 
can contribute any thing to the caſe 
and" comfort of their fellow · ſubjects, they 
Hope it will be acceptable in the ſiglit of 
Gov and the KI o. We may huinbly 
hope that Heaven will eſpouſe aur cauſe, 
was it only for ſuch acts of mercy, bene- 
ficence and gratituut, as we ſhew to he 
fellow-ſubjeQts, to our countrymien, to 

friends, who- devote Oe” Knee to our 
 fervice. w e, aft 


1 abe 4 hs * the f 
2 of his er afiites if we believe 
„„ "= 


q 20 5 
in his particular as well as his generui pro- 
vidences, we ought to hope that he who 
preſides over the day of battle will cer- 
tainly be miniful of us; and if we do'owr 
duty to him, in a zealous concern for the 
welfare of each other, and particularly for 
thoſe who ſtand in reed of aſſiſtance, that 
he will divert the form, and "OR us to 


Subdue our enemies. 


Ne er ſuch a nature cannot be 
carried on without ſome expence, but 

this has been ſo well conducted that no- 
thing has been loſt or miſapplied: all has 
been done in love to our country, and for 
the ſervice of thoſe brave men who profeſs 
to ſight our battles; and it is very evi- 
= dent 


ä 
dent, that much good may be done them 
at a moderate e ST 


1 Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
Citizens and Merchants, men of patriot 
ſpirits, however different in their folitics 
in other reſpects, have not only contri- 
buted liberally, . but alſo promoted the 
eſtabliſbment of this SOCIETY in a manner 
ſuitable to the dignity and benevolence of 
the undertaking, as if they meant to emu- 
late each other in this manly and gene- 
rous action; and what can more effectu- 
ally anſwer the great end in view, than 
5 the ave nag of ſuch a Society f ? 


1 T is aſs univerlally es 
be 1-4" | | | that 


[22], 
that nothing ſullies the beauty, or ſtains 


the cuſtom of impreſſing men. A con- 
ſtitution ſo amiable in itſelf, and ſo much 
the admiration of all the nations of the 
wotld, will ever merit our utmoſt vigi- 
lance and care. Whatever means there- 
fore can be employed to Taperſode the 
neceſſity, which often ariſes in time of 
war, may be deemed worthy the — 
attention of a free en 


Aer RY one 1 be ſenſible of this, 
whoſe heart burns with zeal for the true 

. glory of a KINO, who rejoices in commus- 
nicating thoſe ſolid pleaſures which ariſe 
from mutual love, and a common con- 


the luſtre of our conſtitution ſo much as 


5 Cos} 
Cern for the glorious cauſe of virtuous 
ww 1 


1 * * of a ta . waſh 
ever prove the. moſt. invincible guard of 
the throne of their Sovereign, and exalt 
it to its greateſt, height: their filial piety 
to him, as. their common; Parent, will be 
the only impregnable bulwark againſt his 
enemies; whilſt his delight in heir hap- 
pineſs will be the pure and uncorrupted 


fountain from whence his own will ſpring. 


| UNDER ſuch circumſtances we may yet 
hope to trace out ſome veſtiges of the 
Golden Age. By ſuch means every object 
will acquire a en pect. Virtue has 
charms 


N 1 


charms to blunt the edge of national, as 


well as private misfortunes, and convert: 
them into lings. And war has no 
terrors to men, whoſe. gratitude and af- 


fection make them eager to fly to the 


ſtandards, and chearfully riſk their lives 
in defence of a PRINCE, who is a Father 


to the wretched, and a real Friend * | 
Parent to his ee | 


